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University of San Die8o 
Office of Public Relations News Bureau 
MUSIC PROFESSORS TO PERFORM ELLINGTON'S "SACRED" JAZZ CONCERT 
A jazz quartet showcasing music professors from USD and San 
Diego State University will perform a special concert featuring a 
rare work by Duke Ellington on Friday, March 20 at USD. 
The Ellen Johnson Quartet will play Ellington's seldom-
performed "Sacred Concerts," which was commissioned for the 
opening of New York's Grace Cathedral in 1965. Other composers 
represented on the program, scheduled at 8 p.m. in USD's Shiley 
Theatre, will include Miles Davis, Theolonius Monk and Charles 
Mingus. Admission price is $7 general, $4 students/seniors. 
Johnson, who teaches music at USD, is a professional jazz 
singer who has performed with such jazz greats as Bobby McFerrin, 
Tom Granta and John Campbell. She is currently working on a CD 
entitled Sharing Space which will be out later this year. 
The Johnson Quartet also features jazz pianist Rick Helzer, 
who is SDSU's Associate Director of Jazz Studies. Helzer is a 
founding member of the jazz group "Big World," which received 
critical acclaim for its album Devotion and recently completed 
their latest CD, Angels on 9 Winds. 
Other members of the quartet are bassist Rob Thorsem and 
drummer Tim McMahon. The group will be joined by synthesist Bob 
Willey of the Center for Recording in Computers and the Arts. 
For further information, please contact 272-3632. 
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